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Nevils, Coleman, J., Editor. 
The Saving Sense. McMullen. 
240p. $2.75. 


This collection some sixty essays Walter Dwight, 
arranged five groups topical basis and with 
understanding introduction Coleman Nevils, 
Father Nevils has selected from the papers the late 
Father Dwight those which best show the delightful per- 
sonality and gentle touch the author. 


Dwight, Walter, 
July 23, 1947. 


Various topics, ranging from medieval monastic customs 
“Motoring and Meekness” are discussed with charming 
Under the heading the first section 
Heaven” are found such selections “The 
Niobites”, essay dialogue form gently chiding the 
“melancholy religious”, and Advantage Absence”, 
presenting the highly original reason Abbot Flaminian 


for absenting himself from certain devotions, occur- 


used parallel some modern customs which Father 
Dwight deprecates. 


Part Two, “The Editor’s Uneasy Chair”, contains, among 
others, “Reviewers and intelligent analysis 
the field criticism, and “How Collect Library”, 
subject treated with delightful humor, illustrated 
the following quotation: 


“Though universally conceded that from pecuni- 
ary point view the least expensive way gathering 
together library the common one systematically 
borrowing the books friends, the older moralists 
regard this method with stern disapproval. They 
tenaciously hold that ‘to borrow’ means obtaining 
thing from another with the expressed implied 
promise returning within certain period. Those 


who borrow books, therefore, should bring them back 
while the owners are still living.” 


“Next, O’er His Books includes “Favorite Poems” 
discussing the results survey the opinions out- 
standing literary figures and ending characteristic 
whimsical expression appreciation the limerick “two 
Chesterton’s choice “There Was Young Lady Niger”. 


the fourth group “Prejudices Which Cleave the 
Heart”, Father Dwight’s stimulating wit has given such 
choice bits “Annotated Classics” which the 
(The Society for Promoting Intellectual Indolence 
among School Children) taken task for the pernicious 
present-day custom heavily annotating the classics 
that “the child filled with such disgust for classics that 
after life shuns books would pestilence”. 


The final group “Sermons Stones” has the study 
“Motoring and early recognition the 
truism “It hard for motorists meek heart”; “St. 
Paul and the serious beautiful application 
the Biblical incident modern Christian living; and 
“Feeling Sorry for Yourself”, containing expression 
Father Dwight’s and holiness are 
near allied evil and despair”. 


Most the essays chosen Father Nevils illustrate the 
kindly humor the author; interspersed throughout, how- 
ever, are others—serious but not solemn, calm appraisals 
ideas and customs, providing change mood not 
unwelcome. The wide range subject-matter assures 
the reader finding many essays with marked appeal for 
him. The author wrote facilely, with great clarity and 
charm. His unerring choice anecdote enlivens his 
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work throughout. The essays whole give excel- 
lent picture the sweet, alert personality that was Father 
The introduction the Very Reverend 
Coleman Nevils, S.J., thoroughly done and breathes 
much the same mood the book itself. Father Nevils 
has graciously delineated the personality the author, 
and the varied Christian attributes that were his. The 
intellectual and sympathetic kinship author and editor 
are apparent. The Saving Sense book permanence, 
one timeless worth that all readers can enjoy. 


Joseph Cullather, 


University Scranton 


Hughes, Emmet John. Report from Spain. 


June 16, 1947. 323p. $3.00. 

The present volume divided into three main sections: 
“The Regime Franco”, “The Battle for Spain”, and 
“Spain and the Democratic World”. them Mr. Hughes, 
for four years attaché the American embassy 
Madrid, presents hostile picture the present govern- 
ment and situation Spain. This hostility manifest 
much the material that chooses present his 
readers, his interpretations facts and events, and 
his style and method presentation. 


Not all the matter this book does discredit Spain and 
its government. Thus the chapter entitled “Spain and 
World War II” presents impressive picture the aid 
given the United Nations the Franco government. 
This aid took various forms. Neutrality was maintained. 
Intense Nazi pressure for special favors and concessions 
was resisted. Vast quantities urgently needed military 
supplies were delivered Britain and others. Valuable 
co-operation the matter shipping was extended 
Britain, beginning the fateful year 1940, when the Nazi 
power was its height. safe refuge Spain was 
afforded many our soldiers. Asylum, food, and 
other help was granted countless thousands refugees, 
various faiths and races. When the rest the civilized 
world was largely concerned with war, death, and de- 
struction, seems that the Franco government was 
small measure concerned with peace, constructive meas- 
ures, and the preservation life. These things should 
not forgotten, nor should they minimized falsified. 


With regard the number political prisoners Spain, 
Mr. Hughes estimates that “the total for the nation 
probably not less than 150,000, nor does all likeli- 
hood exceed 225,000” (p. 152). The author states that 
these prisoners are often treated brutally and that tortures 
are used bring about confessions. rightly condemns 
such abhorrent practices, which unfortunately are not 
confined Spain even communist countries. 
does not emphasize the fact that many these political 
prisoners are advocates violence and disorder, and 
many cases, one may presume, men who have practiced 
the most revolting kinds crime. Nor does emphasize 
the fact that Spain went through terrible civil war, and 
that lives hostile world, and that agents foreign 
powers are continually engaged subversive activities. 
interesting compare the estimates political 
prisoners Spain with those for the USSR. the num- 
ber political prisoners Spain 200,000, proportion- 
ate number the USSR would about 1,600,000. Actu- 
ally, the number political slaves Russia 


Nevils Hughes Thane 


and Siberia has been put 15,000,000. One hopes tha blood, 
Mr. Hughes will someday able give thorough lowing 
exposé the political prisons and horror camps such raised 
countries Russia and Jugoslavia. the Que 
Mr. Hughes makes clear that Catholic. thre 
writes: “The churches Spain are overflowing. ened 
tended Mass every Sunday and Holy Day the four lands 

Catholics who think that anticlericalism justifiable bitterly 
Thus not above reviving story from Boccacio his 
order malign the Spanish clergy. Not unjustly 

one question the sincerity man who writes 
need for priests Spain such vein this: orders 
there were many executions, many bodies that Que 
buried, many last rites said” (p. 62). Cromwel 
toward certain doctrines the Church. 
Mr. Hughes young man and perhaps some providing 
faults style—he often inclined merely the This disa 
aleck his writing—and much his cocksureness challenge: 


intolerance come from youth and inexperience his 
According the Saturday Review Literature, his 
the American embassy Madrid were “stretched Nine 
include liaison for all Republican underground last 
One wonders how long press attaché would have 
mained the Spanish embassy Washington what had 


with subversive elements. liabili 
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Thane, Elswyth. Queen’s Folly. Duell, Sloan happens 
Pearce. July 18, 1947. 287p. $2.75. 
ease the 
This reprint Elswyth Thane’s earlier novel once The 
vorced from its historical setting, the events whid 
introduce color the tale and motivate what 
action occurs within the plot, becomes rather 
account one family’s devotion, through fourteen 
tions, house and, through it, sovereign. 
and’s pop 


After the death 1533 the child King Edward Elizabeth’s 


who had been induced heir his this ruth 
Lady Jane Grey daughter-in-law the Duke Catholicisn 
berland, the Duke had then ensure her succession not given 
the throne. His plot liquidate Henry VIII’s some meas 
Mary and Elizabeth, next the Tudor line, was represented 
counter-foiled. Mary escaped other means but 
beth owed her life the intervention tion, but 


land’s son Robert Dudley, later her favorite, Lord recipes for 


cester, and his friend, Anthony Brand, who Thomas 
Dudley’s message warning the younger girl. able amoun 
Mary Tudor’s reign was short and when Elizabeth lish the pict 


cended the throne Brand was rewarded for this and sevente 
dint stealing them from Cecil, Elizabeth tions 
present him with the deeds ancient priory, its locale, 
Church property. Along with the house, influence 
trove gold and portrait Her Majesty who thus its 


sided paint over the household for four centuries. need 
Called Queen’s Folly Elizabeth’s suggestion, the 


astery ruins, formed the structure upon which 

plicity architectural styles were imposed 
each addition the building. Generations 
men gave all their strength, sometimes their 
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blood, that this shrine the Queen might 
lowing ritual established Anthony, the goblets were 
raised high each September 7th birthday toast 


the Queen- 

three occasions the portrait the Queen was threat- 
ened with disaster. After Anthony’s death the Nether- 
lands where had been sent Elizabeth seek in- 
Spanish Parma’s plans, his widow, Catherine, 
bitterly aware the secondary position she has held 
his affections, orders the painting removed from the wall 
and forbids her children toast its subject. 
point Anthony’s ghost appears the doorway and her 
orders are disregarded, Thus, Elizabeth retains her hold 
over Queen’s Folly. Again, three generations later, after 
Cromwell’s defeat Charles Worcester, Puritan 
band pursuit the King, having mistaken Royalist 
Richard Brand, fatally wounded the fight, for the 
hunted man, offers spare him the ignominy arrest 
providing the Queen’s portrait removed and burned. 
This disaster averted when Richard’s son, Peregrine, 
challenges Jamie Crawford, the leader the group and 
his childhood friend, duel from which emerges 
victorious. 

Nine generations pass between the first Peregrine and the 
last. Skipping hastily over the ensuing years, all which 
have left their mark Queen’s Folly, one reads that 
what had once been prosperous self-sustaining manor 
farm has become, 1928, economic burden and finan- 
cial liability the owner. The last Peregrine must rent 
the Folly during portion the year least, order 
maintain its upkeep. Occasionally, the sale priceless 
antique tides him over and, under these circumstances, 
the Queen’s portrait once more jeopardy. What 
happens when the fifth richest girl the United States, 
Constance Ingleby, and her typical aunt, Mrs. Temple, 
lease the place for the summer hardly deserves repetition. 
The thread history lacing the plot together closely 
conforms the official version England’s story. Cath- 


Mary Tudor’s efforts restore the national religion 


are passed over persecution. not admitted that 
this time especially, and for many subsequent years, Eng- 
land’s populace was still, heart and mind, Catholic. 
Elizabeth’s subservience Cecil hinted but the plan 
this ruthless leader the New Millionaires eradicate 
Catholicism from the realm treated incidental and 
not given the attention deserves. Parma, who brought 
some measure order the unhappy Netherlands; 
represented poor light. 

Generally speaking, Miss Thane’s characters lack anima- 
tion, but frequent insertions maxims, proverbs and 
for herbal remedies, along with excerpts from 
Thomas Tusser and Andrew Boorde, indicate consider- 
able amount research her part and serve embel- 
lish the picture quiet English home life the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries. Architecturally, her descrip- 
tions Queen’s Folly ring true and her Cotswold scenics, 
its locale, reflect familiarity with that section. the 
influence this simple and unmoving tale does not 
surpass its importance fiction, doubtful warning 
need sounded that some little discernment would seem 


required order not capitulate too completely 


the popular interpretation historical events the 


earlier and best part the book. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Tallant McLaverty 


Tallant, Robert. Mrs. Candy and Saturday Night. 
Doubleday. July 17, 1947. 269p. $2.50. 


Mrs. Candy runs boarding house Cairo Street 
remote section New Orleans. She and her constituents 
form the substance middle-class Grand Hotel narra- 
tive with the whimsey Barrie and the optimism 
Saroyan thrown for atmosphere. “Mrs. Candy knew 
all about life. You were and you went school 
and you went dances, and then you got married, and 
then you died and, you were good, you went heaven 
where your mamma and papa were.” And again, you 
can’t let get you down. You and then you hit 
bottom, but you always again. That’s life.” They 
are all good people and all live happily ever after their 
own peculiar way. Mrs. Candy helped her late- 
departed’s ghost land Mr. Petit companion for the 
duration her days. Donald Krump finally wins the 
despairing spinster Mary Agnes while Blanch and Eddy 
climax their violently passionate but bickering love affair 
with marriage not mode but strictly legal and ethical. 
The minor charactérs, however, supply most the gusto 
and humor. Sister Spitoni and her youngster, 
afford many laugh especially when the social worker, 
Mrs. Nip, calls them accompanied Leon, sissy. 
Noonie Belle spices Mrs. Candy’s Saturday night party 
making raucous lunges Leon but more note- 
worthy for the fact that she literally drinks herself cross- 
eyed promptly two The process works time- 
schedule that when her eyes slip out not only focus 
but position well, she has sleep. This 
harmless book save for its occasional free use language. 
can recommended only mature readers though 
reading will not make much difference one way 


another. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


McLaverty, Michael. The Game Cock and Other 
Stories. Devin-Adair. July 16, 1947. 192p. $2.75. 


suppose that some day the vein will mined out and 
there will the plain folk Ireland more gold 
wrought the writers Ireland into beautiful filigree; 
but Michael McLaverty makes that day seem very distant. 
The short stories collection portray the ordinary, in- 
dustrious, imaginative and, for the greater part, wretchedly 
poor Irish peasant and townsman. Back come troop- 
ing those folk who rose against Gogarty’s aristocrats years 
ago; who worked for the rich Irish Kate O’Brien; who 
looked askance Maurice O’Sullivan came out 
the have met these same people the pages 
Seumas McManus and yet find them fresh and 
new and interesting Mr. McLaverty’s stories. 


The Irishman has tongue for flavorful expression and 
nice eye for pregnant allusions—but these are not 
cient quicken the interest audience that has 
already feasted Irish lore. The special gift that Mr. 
McLaverty brings his work remarkable ability for 
imagery. has rolled serene and thoughtful eye over 
the Irish landscape and has recreated the beauty and 
the toil, the loveliness and the sadness Ireland. can 
evoke with few words mist town, plowed field 
kitchen, and the neat turn sentence catches 
man’s deeds and dreams and holds them against the back- 
ground sad reality. 
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Meier Oneal Toynbee 


The freshness Mr. McLaverty’s work part due 
his prime and the Irish. Where others 
have sought for gripping stories unusual characters 
or— Lovely the Lee—the folklore outlandish 
superstition, Mr. McLaverty awakens our deepest sym- 
pathy for ordinary people leading ordinary lives. His art 
has the classically simple function portraying the real 
life man. creates picture people whose needs 
are elementary and whose hearts are great. These stories 
are often Mother”, “Pigeons”, and “The White 
Mare, are especially poignant—but the grief these suf- 
ferers seems more profound and, the same time, more 
acceptable because each instance merely becomes 
small part the great grief that has been Ireland’s. Hope- 
lessly bewildered sorrow, these men and women plod 
ahead, not understanding pain but accepting their 
lot, knowing there must end. 


there shortcoming this book the impression 
incompleteness given some the stories; the impact 
the narrative would stronger one two places 
Mr. McLaverty were great story teller 
painter word pictures. 


Incidentally, the book should serve excellent anti- 
dote taken immediately those who have imbibed 
the savage bitterness Odd Man Out. 
William Hill, 
University Scranton 


Meier, Frank. Hurricane Warning. Dutton. July 
14,1947. 254p. $3.50. 


Have you ever read book about hurricanes written 
master Neither had until read this one with its 
detailed accounts twenty-three wrecks sea. times 
the language was just bit too technical for me, but there 
was never any difficulty following the accounts the 
efforts being made life savers save the men 
doomed boats. each case Mr. Meier has collected all 
the details the tragedy, has tied them together only 
very well acquainted with the sea could do, and has 
made the reader live through the entire event, which 
times had happy ending but which other times could 
report only heavy loss life. Only too often the 
account ends like this: “The search was continued until 
dark, but trace the poor fellows could found. 
The about with the tide until the following 
day when speedily broke into fragments. bodies 
were ever recovered.” 


Truly heroic accounts are given nearly every chapter 
the accomplishments the men who fight the seas 
save wrecked sailors. Typical the accounts this 
one: “Twice the life savers got the boat into the surf, only 
have swamped and heaved back the beach. The 
wind was blowing sixty miles hour [this was De- 
cember the coast Washington], the rain was falling 
torrents, and the sea was churned into frightful 
condition destruction. one the beach expected 
see any the life savers escape with their lives. They 
finally launched their craft but the sea caught the 
boat, flipped her bottom like toy, and tossed her 
crew into the sea fight for their lives. They did escape 
death but narrow margin and they were badly bruised 
and injured.” The heroism these life savers runs 
through every chapter, and gives life and meaning 


Best 


book which otherwise might not able sustain yaluable 


interest. wish read about the sea its 
angry moods, you will follow these accounts with 
and appreciation. “unusual” type book, 
mittedly; presents convincing evidence that there 
many unsung heroes among the life savers our 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, Chicago 


Oneal, James, and Werner, American 
munism. Dutton. June 27, 1947. 413p. 


This work ostensibly revision earlier book 
James Oneal, published 1927. Actually, Dr. 
merely added nine chapters already confusing 
producing bewildering hodgepodge. The earlier 
give detailed study the origin American Com 
munism and its relation other left-wing and splinte 
groups. This treatment fairly well done, but the 
confusing. Minor and major events are grouped 
gether without any clear perspective. The additional 
tion even more casual and distorted. Only 
well-informed reader could discern important trends 
decisions the maze incidental facts. Essential 
are frequently omitted. Thus, Chapter XV, dealing 
Communism and Youth, does not treat the American 
Youth for Democracy. The organization appears 
ninety pages later list fronts. The treatment 
China closes December, 1945 (noted the time 
writing), although subsequent chapters events 
noted October, 1946. Unfortunately such 
dences careless writing and editing are the rule, 
the exception. 


Since the book primarily history American Com 
munism, must judged this light. 


such 


failure because omissions, distortions perspective, 


general confusion. also supposed critical study 
Communism. this fails likewise. Not presenting 
the subject adequately, the book can hardly expected 
contain penetrating criticisms system which 
trays poorly. definitive even competent 
length study postwar American Communism has 
competent that done Eugene Lyons his study 
pre-war Communism, The Red Decade. This book 
require competent research and editing. hope 
such book will appear, and cut off the flow 
designed exploit the current trend public 


Rev. John Cronin, 
Washington, 


University Press. 1947. xiii, 617p. 
This book admirable condensation the 


the first six volumes Toynbee’s monumental 
History (London, 1934-1940). Mr. Somervell has 


tained Toynbee’s text far possible, and Toynbee 


self had the opportunity reading the abridgement 
making some minor revisions. 
main text had omitted, but the work cutting anj 
selecting has been done well. The copious notes 


elaborate Annexes which make the unabridged work 
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work 


calls the intelligible units historical study and argues 


individual the creative minority. 
described terms process withdrawal and return. 


the scholar had eliminated also from 
the present work. Mr. Somervell, however, had added 
Appendix under the title Argument (pp. 567-589), 
which excellent, systematic analysis and summary 
the contents Toynbee’s Study History far pub- 
lished. will furnish welcome guidance readers not 
only the Abridgement but also the larger work. The 
well printed, furnished with five Tables, and 


has good Index (pp. 591-617). 


Within the limits short review would impossible 
give adequate evaluation Toynbee’s Study 
History, but some its salient features least may 


Toynbee has attempted reduce all historical data fur- 
nished study universal history from the beginnings 
civilization down the present into comprehensive 
system. With the help competent assistants, has 
collected and interpreted enormous mass material 
and has presented his findings according elaborate 
but clearly conceived plan. pleasure add that 
Toynbee has beautiful expositional style which never 
falters. 


begins his work with penetrating analysis what 


that these units are not nations periods but societies. 
For purposes comparative investigation, divides the 
known higher civilizations the past and present into 
twenty-one societies, which classifies “wholly unre- 
lated, unrelated earlier societies, infra-affiliated, affili- 
ated affiliated II, and supra-affiliated”. then pro- 
ceeds analyse all these societies under the aspects 
genesis, growth, breakdowns, and disintegration. 


After rejecting race and environment determining 
factors the genesis civilizations, lays down his 
law formula challenge and response. wealth 
illustrative detail, shows that difficult rather 
than easy conditions which produce civilizations. Among 
the challenges, examines the stimulus hard coun- 
the stimulus new ground, the stimulus blows, 
the stimulus pressures, and the stimulus penaliza- 
maintains, however, that excessive chal- 
lenge may result abortive civilization. The impact 
Islam Byzantine Christendom cited among other 
examples. 


Civilizations face new challenges their growths and 
meet them with varying degrees success failure. 
Among the arrested civilizations are listed the Polynesians, 
Eskimos, the Osmanlis, the Spartans, etc. Growth and 
progress result from process called “etherialization” and 
defined overcoming material obstacles which 
the the society make responses 
challenges which henceforth are internal rather than ex- 
ternal, spiritual rather than material. The source 
action the growth civilization always the creative 
Creative activity 


The analysis this principle applied St. Paul, St. 

Benedict, Muhammed, Dante, etc., well civiliza- 
tions such that Athens, makes particularly interest- 
ing reading. 


The breakdowns civilizations can not explained 
any theory determinism, but result from factors under 
human control. Among these factors are loss com- 
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Toynbee 


mand over the physical human environment and the 
failure self-determination—in Toynbee’s sense that 
term. Such failure expresses itself mechanical mimesis, 
the attempt force old institutions the work 
which can only done new, the nemesis crea- 
tivity which consists the idolization ephemeral 
self, institution, technique, the suicidalness mili- 
tarism, and the intoxication victory. 


The disintegration civilizations explained 
the result schism the body social and the 
Disintegration manifests itself the schism the body 
social into three fractions: the dominant minority, the 
internal proletariat, and the external proletariat—the word 
proletariat being defined “as social element group 
which some way ‘in’ but not ‘of’ any given society 
any given stage such society’s history”. Schism 
the soul revealed, among other things, alternate ways 
behavior, feeling, and life, the sense drift, the 
sense sin, and the sense promiscuity, archaeism 
and futurism, and detachment and transfiguration. 
disintegrating societies, creative individuals play the role 
saviors, but all have failed except Jesus Nazareth, the 
God Man who alone conquered death. 


work the nature and extent Toynbee’s Study 
History inevitably exposed some adverse criticism. 
Thus, the reviewer would take issue with the author 
the following points, among others. Prehistoric cultures 
and contemporary marginal cultures should have been 
given much more attention. The definition and classifica- 
tion “societies”, Professor Albright has em- 
phasized (From the Stone Age Christianity, Baltimore, 
1940, pp. 61-62), largely wasted effort. Basic differences 
these “societies” are too often ignored well the 
profound changes which took place these societies 
the course many centuries. Enthusiasm for his “socie- 
ties” has led the author, furthermore, make confident 
and unqualified statements about civilizations for which 
have far too little evidence warrant sound generaliza- 
tions, e.g., the civilization Ancient Crete, the Hittites, 
the Inca, the early Nomads, etc. While definitely opposed 
geographic determinism himself, puts too much 
reliance Huntington’s climatic theories migrations 
and out Asia. deals with the modern Industrial 
System, but does not give sufficient attention the 
effects urbanization and the enormously increased 
mobility peoples the last hundred years. Finally, 
there tendency here and there overrefinement 
classification and distinctions, and press questionable 
occasionally, bizarre, examples into his service. 


But all shortcomings the work—their number and 
significance should not exaggerated—are more than 
compensated for its outstanding merits. Toynbee’s 
Study History reveals tremendous breath concep- 
tion and depth knowledge. All parts the world are 
included his critical analysis. India, China, and Central 
Asia are treated with the same mastery the European 
world. Toynbee seems equally home history, litera- 
ture, art, and religion, and handles them all with the 
sympathy and discernment which can only come from 
profound knowledge. Most important all, gives full 
recognition the role the individual history, 
accepts free will the determining factor human ac- 
tion, and acknowledges the existence personal 
God. There trace Comte’s positivism, Hegel- 
ianism, modern sociological materialism his pages. 
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Final judgment Toynbee’s achievement must re- 
served until the remaining volumes the Study 
History are published. Since they will deal, among other 
matters, with the Universal Churches, they will 
special interest for Catholic readers. But even this 
stage the work, may stated with confidence that 
the six volumes the Study History, the Abridgement 
which under review, constitute the most comprehen- 
sive, the most stimulating, and the most fruitful philos- 
ophy history which has far appeared. 


Martin McGuire, 
Catholic-University America, 
Washington, 


Bromfield, Louis. May 28, 1947. 


219p. $2.00. 


This collection what the publishers call “three short 
novels” one Bromfield’s slightest efforts date. 
World War the background for all three tales. The 
first (and title) story deals with the coming large 
farm Kenny, orphan boy, who adopted tenant 
couple the farm. Kenny made appear not quite 
human, have fondness for sleeping out under the 
moon night, and share with his adopted father 
preternatural ability get along with animals. 
marries his foster-sister, goes war, and killed attempt- 
ing rescue mongrel dog that had taken liking 
him. The story slight that would not worth 
objecting to, were not for the repetitious insistence 
preternatural “animalness” Kenny and his foster- 
father. 


“Retread” the longest the here again the im- 
pression that the central character said make 
people one being intensely animal. The plot revolves 
about the visit World War veteran, re-enlisted 
War II, the French scene youthful illicit love-affair 
which has produced illegitimate son. The relations 
between Frank MacPherson and this son form the center 
the story. MacPherson further pictured man 
who, though loving his wife, irresistible and unable 
resist casual affairs with other women. 


“The End the Road” the story scheming, dis- 
honest, completely immoral again creature 
closer the animal than the human and the end that 
she brings upon herself collaborating with the Nazis 
the war. Not even fiction does this have the slightest 
interest for intelligent reader. 


must admitted that, technically, the first two stories 
are rather well done, but the immorality, or, highest, 
amorality, with which Bromfield has saturated the whole 
book make unsuitable for any type reader. 


Dom Bernard Theall, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


Kenny. Harper. 


Snow, Edgar. Stalin Must Have Peace. Random 


House. Apr. 14, 1947. 184p. $2.50. 


The author, long resident Russia and correspondent, 
presents with another eminently readable and balanced 
volume Soviet policy. The first three chapters are 
reprints from the Saturday Evening Post, while the final 


Bromfield Snow Russell 


and highly debatable chapter entitled 
Peace” makes its debut here. 


trying explain “Why Don’t Understand 
Russians”, Mr. Snow reduces the issue divergent 
tions such fundamental terms Fascism, 
collaborators, etc. follow the accepted 
while the Russians employ double-talk begotten 
tical Russian nationalism and theoretical Marxism, 
language social revolution. verbal dualism 
the dual personality necessarily adopted 
Russian leader Soviet State. That the political 
colors vocabulary amply indicated from Soviet 
and treaties which have caused recent difficulty. 


Most problems have least two sides, and the 
have reasons why they can not understand 
Russian position delineated truly masterly 
the author demonstrates how strictly functional 
can mould public opinion and 
selection news items for public consumption. 
sistent American policy, political pragmatism, short sighted 
decisions all marshalled Mr. Snow give 
ground for suspicion. least that “As Looks 
Ivan Ivanovitch”. 


The physical and material pulverizing suffered 
explains “Why Stalin Must Have Peace”. But the 
Chapter Three the reconciliation Russia’s 
for peace and their exorbitant demands which augur, 
not, war, certainly international animosity. Realpolitik, 
very real dread encirclement and the necessity 
mate compromise are indicated the major causes 
Russia’s initial impossible terms. 


round out the book, the author presents 
for American policy makers their dealings with 
Soviet Union.. stresses American responsibilities 
making peace, and illustrates the urgency long rang 
foreign program. reducible economic 


precursor political good-will, cultural 


and toleration. Parts the policy smack appeasement 
the author fears; good deal the Wallac 
groove. Many Snow’s suggestions are valid, 
admit, the theoretical order, but despite the 
cogent elaboration, fear that-a mild policy will 
dashed bits the rocks Soviet obstructionism. Ther 
are too many recent events which Mr. Snow must 
explain away; radical Russian conversion 
Stalin really wants peace. 

Joseph Rock, 


University 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 


Russell, Charlotte Murray. Lament for Willian 
Doubleday. July 11, 1947. 224p. $2.00. 


Wacky, but fresh and entertaining. Uncle 
it, “And what Irishman ever put logic before 
plague your logic”. And says the reader 
captious critic who doubts that the Axis could have 
defeated soldiers friendly and dumb 
man-in-search-of-a-job, Johnny Blythe. 


Uncle Homer the Irish chief police little 
western town, whose hobby reading Irish history 
whose plan see his nephew member the 
his home, Californy bungaloo kitty-corner 
Anthony’s Church”, Johnny rests from the labor 
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the war and takes his time about deciding which the 
occupations will adorn with his talents. takes not 
only time but two murders and girl make him decide 
that would make good detective his uncle and 
that maybe ought join the police department 
after all. 

But the decision not reached until long after finds 
the body William Wheelock, son-in-law 
apparent the town’s richest man, political czar and 
police commissioner. And even then, the eager bumbling 
renders not much for his uncle’s sake for 
pretty Jane York whose mother has been seriously ill since 
husband’s fatal accident months earlier. Because the 
woman the red raincoat whom Johnny sees the night 
the murder could very well have been Jane. Though 
what connection she might have with the inverted urn 
Brother Leon’s grave the churchyard not clear 
him. Nor can understand why Karl Kormack who 
took the pledge before Fr. McGuire himself should claim 
have seen tombstones talking that same churchyard. 
Still and all, must admitted that Regina Callahan 
who keeps house for Fr. McGuire says she saw not Jane 
but Jane’s mother going through the churchyard and 
wearing red raincoat. When you come right down 
it, Nora Scully, bosom friend Aunt Kate’s and en- 
dowed with sixth sense which tells her when food 
about served Uncle Homer’s table, does 
anybody sift the evidence. Because between mouth- 
fuls she relays all the news which has accumulated since 

last visit. Uncle Homer, however, notices the 
slip speech which the murderer makes, slip just 
evident Johnny and the reader Uncle Homer, 
only the former were alert the shrewd old policeman. 
Not Pulitzer prize material, but pleasant and clean and 


nicely paced. 
Helen Butler, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


CRIME CLUB SELECTION 
Knight, Kathleen Moore. Blue Horse Taxco. 
Doubleday. July 11, 1947. $2.00. 


Troy Bannister was still her middle twenties, but 
already she was buyer for Frobisher’s jewelry department 
New York City, and already she had lost her man. The 
war had separated them the first place, and re-born 
independence and self-respect the part the suc- 
cessful artist, Jerome Blake, prevented his coming back 
the cocktail parties their pre-war days, and sent him 
down Taxco. There carefully built reputation 
for hard drinking, whereas reality was diligently 
working toward showing his canvases. 


Taxco, too, went Troy when she learned was there, 
ostensibly act judge the silversmiths’ competition 
which Frobishers had instigated her suggestion. Before 
she left the sleepy little Mexican town, two the com- 


designers were dead, grand-scale smuggling 


scheme had been laid bare, three bits blue pottery (all 
part pottery horse) had appeared and disappeared 
tle odd intervals, and another girl had snatched her man. 
tory While little better constructed than some the earlier 
stories this author, The Blue Horse has con- 
from siderable distance before the characters could 
called life-like and the plot water-tight. None the 


Knight Waddell Index 


characters believable. The clues are clumsy and tardily 
dropped. The setting, spite the publisher’s claim 
for “authentic and exciting background Mexico’s 
colorful silver jewelry center”, could any stop the 
tourist’s itinerary throughout the whole Southwest. 
confirmed mystery reader, deprived over-long his 
favorite drug, will read the last page, but will not 
happy about it. 
Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Waddell, Helen. Peter Abelard. Holt. 
1947. 277p. $3.00. 

Peter Abelard’s tragic love for Heloise ranks with those 
tales fact fiction whose flavor never fades. With 
Homer and Dante, Penelope and Francesca Rimini, 
with Tristan and Lancelot, the story the thirty-seven 
year old scholar and the seventeen year old maiden takes 
position literature and history permanent, ever- 
lastingly human landmark. Together with the scholar’s 
instruments patient fact-finding and historical research, 
Miss Waddell commands imagination home 
spirit and atmosphere the 12th Century Schools. The 
result has been novel exquisite workmanship wrought 
out the chiseled prose notable the author’s The 
Desert Fathers, and The Wandering Scholars. Congratu- 
lations Henry Holt and Co. for this reprint the 1933 
Literary Guild Selection. 
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these modern times pamphlets have assumed increasing importance teaching 
and apologetics. The three volumes The Index American Catholic Pam- 
phlets supply invaluable aid the location over 3,000 titles. Arranged 


classified form The Index gives author, title, publisher, date publication, pagina- 
tion and price. This sample main entry from Volume Two (1942): 


95. Mass 
PARSCH, PIUS. Study the Mass. Tr. and pre- 
pared for discussion groups the Rev. William 
Busch. Liturgical Press, 1941. 118p. 25c. 
thorough yet popular explanation the Mass 
whole, historically and present, followed detailed 
treatment each part. This the author’s own synopsis 
his larger work, The liturgy the Mass (Herder). 
Popular liturgical library, series no. 


alphabetical index authors, subjects, titles, series and cross references pro- 
vides easy approach the classified section. This sample reproduces brief 
portion the alphabetical index Volume Two: 


Devotional exercises. See: 
Prayers; also, names particular devotions, e.g., 
Rosary, Way the Cross; and also, names 
particular persons, e.g., Mary, Blessed Virgin; 
Jude, St., etc. 
Englert. Eastern Catholics, 


Equality women. Hawks, 167 Trevor-Rop 
Erring, devotion for conversion of, 
Eternal heroines. N.C.C.W., 205 One might 
Ethics. See: Conduct Life; Medical Ethics; Oxford, wou 
Ethics; Sexual Ethics education 
EUCHARIST. Main entry, old libels ali 
Martin. Stations the Cross, pany that 
Wallace. Honey from the rock, the Macmill. 


See also: Benediction the Blessed Sacrament; Com- 
Holy Hour; Mass; Peter Julian Eymard, 
Pius 


Catholic 
liberately ins 
Both these 
book under 

presents this 
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separate section devoted pamphlets written for children. 


SCHEDULE PRICES 


The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, (1937) $0.50 are really 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, 1.25 Goebbels per 
The Index American Catholic Pamphlets, (1946) 1.25 


the fact that 
educated 
Orders sent with remittance will sent postpaid the following 
pretation: 
EUGENE WILLGING 
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Note: The three volume set price $2.75. 
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